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Congressmen that these resolutions should form the inalienable
planks of the Congress platform. Referring to this, Pherozeshah ob-
served that he could not conceive anything more impudent than the
demand in that behalf. The least examination of it betrayed its disin-
genuous character. It was an attempt to stop the Subjects Committee
and the full Congress from discussing and deliberating on every sub-
ject that might be regularly brought before them, and deciding it ac-
cording to their judgment. If, as was alleged, there was a majority in
favour of the Calcutta Resolutions, surely that majority could carry
them, both through the Subjects Committee and the Congress. If it
was otherwise, such an agreement as was demanded was a monstrous
attempt to impose the will of the minority on the majority.
Pherozeshah next dealt with the plea for a united Congress with
characteristic courage and outspokenness. Said he:
I cannot help saying that there is a great deal of mawkish
sentimentality in the passionate appeals for union at all cost. For
my part, I think it is most desirable that each set of distinct
convictions should have their separate Congress. To jumble
them up in one body confuses the real understanding of the ex-
tent to which opinion really tends in one direction or another, and
it is not possible to make out what are the dimensions of the
cleavage and difference of opinion existing on any particular
question. It is, therefore, desirable that persons holding nearly the
same opinions and principles should organize themselves into
bodies where they can expound them, and lay them before the
public in a clear and consistent form. The public could then have
the issue clearly before them, and their deliberate judgment can
declare itself by the growing favour they would accord to any
particular association. For God's sake, let us have done with all
inane and slobbery whine about unity where there is really none.
Let each consistent body of views and principles have its own
Congress in an honest and straightforward way, and let God, i.e.,
truth and wisdom judge between us all
The letter was widely published, and was the topic of the hour
everywhere. Sober politicians throughout the country admired its